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of a simple modification to our Tax 
Code that will greatly support the con-
sumer-driven growth of natural gas in 
the transportation sector. 

Today’s abundant and domestically 
produced natural gas is an increasingly 
important fuel to our transportation 
sector, from small passenger vehicles 
in my home State of Indiana, to con-
tainer ships that transport goods from 
America’s heartland to overseas mar-
kets. 

Now, our Tax Code is still taxing cars 
and trucks that run on natural gas at 
a higher rate than their diesel equiva-
lent because the tax was instituted 
years ago when our energy picture 
looked vastly different. We need to cor-
rect this disparity. It is a simple fix 
and just one example of how Congress 
can create a more level playing field 
while diversifying our energy mix. 

I urge my colleagues to work with 
me on this matter. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE IS REAL 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, last week 
Pope Francis echoed the chorus of 97 
percent of climate scientists whose 
findings prove that climate change is 
real and is manmade, and climate 
change has the potential to destroy the 
only planet that we have. Let me say 
that again. Climate change is real, it is 
manmade, and it can reverse all the 
progress we have made as a nation. 

Pope Francis frames the reality of 
climate change in a way that we must 
consider if we are to protect our envi-
ronment as directed by our Creator for 
future generations, future economic 
development, and future progress. The 
leader of the Catholic Church accu-
rately points out that it is a moral im-
perative to act on climate change; it is 
a moral imperative to act as a good 
steward of the environment and the 
gifts we have been given. 

I thank Pope Francis, and I hope the 
words he shared last week will ring 
true with all of us, including those who 
continue to deny climate change, both 
in this body and around the world. I 
hope the Pope’s encyclical will encour-
age deniers to work with us to find cre-
ative ways to clean up our environ-
ment, help create jobs, and make our 
world just a little bit better for our 
kids and grandkids. 

f 

RELIGIOUS CLEANSING 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
Roman Empire was notorious in its 
massacre of Christians 2,000 years ago. 
Now Christians are once again facing 
deadly persecution. Barbaric terrorist 
groups like ISIS are stalking and at-
tacking Christians wherever they find 
them. Christians are disappearing, and 

some are fleeing countries like Syria 
and Iraq, home to Christians since the 
days of early Christianity. 

ISIS boasts of brutally killing and 
enslaving thousands of Christians. 
There are more and more reports of 
ISIS sex-trafficking young girls that 
are stolen away from their Christian 
parents. ISIS even posts videos online 
of their barbaric beheading of Chris-
tians. 

Why the hate, kidnapping, and mur-
der? Because Christians will not re-
nounce their Christian faith. The 
world, and the United States in par-
ticular, needs to denounce the murder 
of people based on their religious be-
liefs, whether Christians, Jews, or Mus-
lims. 

We cannot accept nor tolerate ISIS’ 
genocide of Christians. Justice de-
mands ISIS be held accountable for 
their crimes of religious cleansing. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

JUNE IS NATIONAL DAIRY MONTH 

(Mr. VALADAO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, many 
of my colleagues on the House floor 
today may not know that June is Na-
tional Dairy Month. As a dairy farmer 
myself, I believe this month is a per-
fect opportunity to recognize how im-
portant the dairy industry is to the 
Central Valley. 

Not only are there dairy farms in all 
50 States, but dairy is the number one 
agriculture business in 10 States, in-
cluding Idaho, New York, and Wis-
consin. However, my home State of 
California is the biggest dairy producer 
in the country and is responsible for 
21.3 percent of the U.S. milk supply. 
My own district, California 21, pro-
duces the most dairy of any congres-
sional district in the Nation. 

However, dairy isn’t just important 
to farmers. Not only do Americans con-
sume at least two cups of dairy prod-
ucts each and every day, but America’s 
dairy industry is important to our Na-
tion’s agriculture market and our en-
tire economy. 

Dairy farms across the country im-
prove our national economy. The U.S. 
dairy industry creates an estimated 
$140 billion in economic output, $29 bil-
lion in household earnings, and is re-
sponsible for creating more than 900,000 
jobs. 

So this summer when you stop for ice 
cream on a hot night or a bowl of ce-
real on a rushed morning, remember 
the hard-working Americans who 
brought dairy to your grocery store. 

f 
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CONGRATULATING INGERSOLL 
RAND 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, last month, 
Ingersoll Rand, a global leader in prod-
ucts that enhance energy efficiency, 
productivity, and operations for its 
customers, celebrated the 50th anniver-
sary of its Mocksville, North Carolina, 
plant. 

Opened in 1965, the Mocksville plant 
began machining rotary components 
for air compressors. Throughout the 
years, the workers in Mocksville have 
manufactured assemblies and compo-
nents for a number of products within 
Ingersoll Rand’s portfolio. 

Within the last 6 years, the plant has 
experienced tremendous growth as se-
lect assembly operations for Trane and 
Thermo King equipment were moved to 
the plant. During difficult economic 
times, these jobs have strengthened the 
local economy. 

The company’s major investment in 
Davie County is a tribute to the area’s 
skilled workforce, men and women who 
are dedicated to producing the best 
products in the world. 

Congratulations to everyone at In-
gersoll Rand in Mocksville as you cele-
brate this significant milestone. 

f 

CONFEDERATE FLAG 

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in full support of South Carolina 
Governor Nikki Haley’s call to remove 
the Confederate battle flag from the 
South Carolina statehouse grounds, 
and North Carolina Governor Pat 
McCrory’s call to discontinue State- 
issued Confederate flag license plates. 

As one who grew up in the South, Mr. 
Speaker, and a proud North Carolinian, 
I fully understand that to many the 
Confederate flag represents history and 
heritage of their forefathers who 
fought for self-governance of the 
States. However, I cannot ignore that 
this same flag has also been used as a 
symbol of hate, and therefore causes 
immense pain for many of our citi-
zens—yes, our brothers and sisters. 

In Romans, chapter 14, the Apostle 
Paul writes, ‘‘Let us therefore make 
every effort to do what leads to peace 
and to mutual edification. Do not de-
stroy the work of God for the sake of 
food’’—or, might I add, a flag. 

Let us be proud of our heritage, and 
let us give our descendants reason to 
be proud of our proper and thoughtful 
works today. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
MICHAEL JAMES SULLIVAN 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy heart 
that I rise today to celebrate the life of 
Michael James Sullivan and offer my 
condolences to his friends and family. 
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